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Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary Designation

National Marine Sanctuary status will increase tourism and spur economic growth
in New York State’s eastern Lake Ontario region.

New York Sea Grant (NYSG) successfully
worked with multiple community-based
partners to promote maritime heritage
and safe and environmentally-friendly
recreation across NY’s Great Lakes region.
The region’s impressive collection of
historic shipwrecks draws divers and
history buffs making a substantial
economic impact on local coastal
communities. The designation of a

Lake Ontario National Marine Sanctuary
(LONMS) was sought by four Lake Ontario
counties to help promote recreational
opportunities and provide protection for
significant underwater sites along the
lake’s eastern shore. NYSG collaborates
with partner groups to educate the public
about the cultural and historic resources
along the length of NY’s Great Lakes-St.
Lawrence River shoreline.

NYSG has participated on the LONMS
Advisory Council since its inception and
helped facilitate the four-county LONMS
Nominating Committee’s development
of an application to the NMS designating
authority, the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

A three-masted schooner,
St. Peter was an impressive sight on the
water. On October 26, 1898, she loaded
up with a cargo of coal in Oswego, NY,
bound for Toledo, OH. That night a violent
blizzard hit Lake Ontario, bringing 70 mph
winds, 20-foot seas, and freezing sleet.
Unable to reach the safety of Welland
Canal, the captain turned back east.

The distressed vessel was sighted from
shore, and the tugboat Proctor went out
to assist, but it was too late for the crew.
Only the captain survived.
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1 do not know what caused her to go
down. It might have been that the
coal listed to one side and caused

her to careen. Or ... the force of the
waves broke in the cabin doors.
- Captain John Griffin

We steamed down the lake as fast as we
could. We saw her suddenly list to port once
and ...the second time she went down.
We could see nothing but about eight feet
of a mast sticking up out of the water.

- Captain Gray, Tugboat Proctor
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Above, an excerpt from a 6-foot interpretive
panel developed for NYSG’s Great Shipwrecks
of New York traveling exhibit. Photos: NYSG

Officially designated in 2024, the LONMS now has federal protection for this
unique maritime historic, tourism, economic, and cultural resource area that
spans a 1,722 square mile region from the western Wayne County line east to
where Lake Ontario meets the St. Lawrence River. The Lake Ontario National
Marine Sanctuary is the newest (and 3rd) National Marine Sanctuary on the
Great Lakes (America’s 16th). The designation will increase tourism and spur
economic growth in New York’s Great Lakes region.
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